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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PRS-01 USIA-06 PA-01 EUR- 12 /031 W 

068851 061157Z/46 

R 060955Z IUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
SECSTATE WASHDC 4475 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BEIRUT 3188 

FOR AMB CRAWFORD FROM PARKER 

NEA/P FOR GEORGE SHERMAN 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: SOPNLE 

SUB J : AP CORRESPONDENTS 

NEXT TIME YOU SEE NICK LUDDINGTON, THE AP CORRESPONDENT, I 
WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR TELLING HIM FOR ME THAT HIS LOCAL 
STRINGER HAS MOVED TWO STORIES IN PAST TWO WEEKS ABOUT UNITED 
STATES AND SOUTH LEBANON WHICH WERE ABSOLUTE HOGWASH. THIS 
HAS NOT ONLY CLOUDED DIPLOMATIC WATERS, IT ALSO REFLECTS ON 
AP'S REPUTATION AS RESPONSIBLE NEWS AGENCY. HE MIGHT WANT TO 
SUGGEST TO HIS STRINGER THAT HE CHECK SUCH STORIES WITH US 
BEFORE GOING OFF HALF-COCKED. 

PARKER 
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